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Jenkins performed in a consistently 
outstanding manner under the most 
challenging of circumstances during 
his first sea tour aboard U.S.S. Carr 
(FFG 52) where he was assigned as the 
Combat Information Center Officer. In 
1988, U.S.S. Carr acted, with substan-
tial contributions from Lieutenant 
Commander Jenkins, as the On-Scene 
Commander during the rescue of 89 
U.S. sailors from U.S.S. Bonefish as a 
result of a fire on board that sub-
marine. The following year, U.S.S. Carr 
distinguished itself during Operation 
Earnest Will escorting of U.S flagged 
tankers during the Iran-Iraq War. Lieu-
tenant Commander Jenkins served as 
one of the ship’s two Tactical Action 
Officers responsible for defending his 
own ship and the escorted vessels dur-
ing this crucial demonstration of U.S. 
resolve in the Persian Gulf. In 1991, as 
a result of his distinguished record of 
achievement, he was selected from 
among his peers in an intensely com-
petitive process for the Navy’s funded 
Law Education Program. He began law 
studies at The George Washington Uni-
versity Law School that fall and grad-
uated with high honors in 1994, receiv-
ing the Charles Glover Award for the 
highest grade point average as a third- 
year student. Upon graduation, Lieu-
tenant Commander Jenkins was as-
signed as a judge advocate to the Naval 
Legal Service Office, Norfolk, Virginia, 
were he served as Senior Defense Coun-
sel and Trial Counsel in courts-martial 
at the Navy’s largest and busiest legal 
service command. 

Since April, 1997, Lieutenant Com-
mander Jenkins has served as Legisla-
tive Counsel in the Navy’s Office of 
Legislative Affairs. In this capacity he 
has been a major asset to the Depart-
ment of the Navy and Congress. While 
relatively junior in rank, Lieutenant 
Command Jenkins’ maturity, judg-
ment, initiative and intelligence have 
made him a valued advisor to the very 
top echelons of the Navy and Congress 
on issues of great importance to our 
national security. His insight into the 
legislative process is respected and 
sought out by all levels of the chain of 
command. Lieutenant Commander Jen-
kins’ dedicated service and his ability 
to effectively articulate the Navy’s po-
sition to Members of Congress and 
their staffs have contributed directly 
and substantially to the Navy’s future 
readiness and the success of its legisla-
tive initiatives. 

Lieutenant Commander Jenkins’ dis-
tinguished awards include the Meri-
torious Service Medal, the Navy Com-
mendation Medal, and the Navy 
Achievement Medal with two gold stars 
in lieu of subsequent awards. 

The Department of the Navy, Con-
gress, and the American people have 
been served well by this dedicated 
naval officer. John Jenkins is a young 
man who knew he could make a dif-
ference and have an impact, and did. 
Those in this Congress who have had 
the opportunity to work with him will 
remember him warmly and will miss 

his constant energy and sincere com-
mitment to the best interests of the 
Navy. We wish John, and his lovely 
wife Karen, our very best as he transi-
tions to civilian law practice with one 
of Washington’s most prestigious law 
firms and continued affiliation with 
the Navy through the Naval Reserve.∑ 
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REMEMBERING DERRICK THOMAS 

∑ Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I rise 
today to express my sadness at the 
news of the passing of one of the finest 
defensive football players ever, Derrick 
Thomas. 

Derrick Thomas had a stellar 11 year 
career, all of which was spent with the 
Kansas City Chiefs. Among his numer-
ous NFL achievements are 9 Pro Bowl 
appearances, 119.5 sacks, 3 safeties, and 
28 fumble recoveries; all of which are 
K.C. records. In 1990, Derrick had 20 
sacks in one season, setting a K.C. sin-
gle season record. 

When Derrick was just 5 years old, 
his father was shot down over Vietnam 
on December 17, 1972. He was returning 
from a mission called ‘‘Operation Line-
backer Two.’’ As you can imagine, this 
had a tremendous impact on young 
Derrick. Eighteen years later, Derrick 
was the most dominant linebacker in 
the National Football League. His 
most impressive performance came 
against the Seattle Seahawks when he 
made a NFL record 7 sacks in one 
game. As fate would have it, that game 
was on Veteran’s Day. 

Mr. President, while he certainly 
made an impact on the quarterbacks 
that played against him, he made a 
much larger impact in the lives of 
those he touched through his philan-
thropic efforts. During his career he re-
ceived the League’s two most pres-
tigious humanitarian awards. In 1993 
he was the youngest man to ever win 
the NFL Man of the Year and in 1995 he 
won the Byron ‘‘Whizzer’’ White Hu-
manitarian Award for service to team, 
community and country. The Humani-
tarian Award is the most prestigious 
award given by the NFL Players Asso-
ciation. 

In 1993 he delivered the keynote ad-
dress at the Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial during the annual Memorial Day 
ceremony. By delivering the Keynote 
address, he joined the ranks of other 
great Americans such as Bob Hope and 
General Colin Powell. Derrick said ad-
dressing those who served with his fa-
ther was one of his greatest honors. 

By far, his greatest contribution was 
founding the Third and Long Founda-
tion. The foundation’s goal is to help 
inner-city children by ‘‘sacking illit-
eracy.’’ As part of the program, Der-
rick would read to children at local li-
braries each home Saturday during the 
season. President Bush designated Der-
rick as the 832nd point of light for his 
work with the foundation. Derrick said 
once that he didn’t want to be remem-
bered or rewarded for what he did in 
football, but that if he helped one child 
become a success, that is all he needed. 

Derrick has been and will continue to 
be a force in the lives of many children 
through the work of his foundation. 

Derrick Thomas was truly a humani-
tarian, philanthropist and hero, not 
only to Kansas City, but to many 
around the country. His life was trag-
ically cut short at the age of 33, but his 
influence will continue to make Amer-
ica better for the youth of this country 
for many years to come. Thank you, 
Derrick.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO DR. HILARY 
KOPROWSKI 

∑ Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, on the 
50th anniversary of Dr. Hilary 
Koprowski’s feeding a child the very 
first dose of oral polio vaccine, I am 
pleased to offer this tribute so that 
America and the world can know more 
about this extraordinarily distin-
guished scientist. I have come to know 
Dr. Koprowski as a friend, a counselor 
and a constituent. The world owes Dr. 
Koprowski an enormous debt of grati-
tude for his scientific achievements as 
he will celebrate on February 27, 2000 
the 50th anniversary of the first appli-
cation of his oral polio vaccine. 

Vaccination of children in the United 
States, and mass vaccination trials 
with oral vaccine in Africa and Poland, 
paved the way for the eradication of 
paralytic polio in the Americas since 
1991 and, hopefully, the elimination of 
polio from the rest of the world this 
year. Prior to the discovery of the oral 
vaccine, polio, a crippling disease, 
claimed numerous victims throughout 
the world. In the period from 1951 
through 1953, here in the United States, 
26 cases of polio were recorded for 
every 100,000 people. 

Dr. Hilary Koprowski is one of the 
most distinguished and respected bio-
medical researchers in the world recog-
nized for his many achievements in-
cluding the development of the first 
oral polio vaccine, in 1950, and the de-
velopment of the genetically engi-
neered oral rabies vaccine used all over 
the world. Dr. Koprowski pioneered the 
development of monoclonal antibodies 
for the detection and treatment of can-
cer. Dr. Koprowski continues his im-
portant work on gene-related vaccine 
using his wide scientific experience and 
profound scientific knowledge com-
bined with strong organizational in-
sight. Dr. Koprowski is the Director of 
the Biotechnology Foundation Labora-
tories and the Center for Neurovirology 
at Thomas Jefferson University and is 
Professor Laureate at the Wistar Insti-
tute. From 1957 to 1991, as Director, Dr. 
Koprowski led the Wistar Institute, 
where he is currently on the Board, to 
become one of the nation’s leading bio-
medical research institutions with a 
staff of more than 600 people. 

Dr. Koprowski is a member of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, the Amer-
ican Academy of Arts and Sciences, the 
New York Academy of Sciences and 
twenty-eight other learned institu-
tions. He is a recipient of more than 
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